
Cannock Chase Council’s Countryside 
Service is very excited by the new ‘plant’ 
to be seen on several of Cannock’s 
nature reserves. A flurry of activity has 
seen staff researching and undertaking 
specialist consultation to identify the 
new plant, a robust blue colour of high 
conservation value.

The Kilworth Valiant 500 articulated 
tractor is the latest addition to the 
conservation tools used by Cannock 
Chase Council’s Countryside Service 
to manage Local Nature Reserves 
(LNRs) in and around Cannock Chase.  
In recent field trials, this 48HP 4x4 
tractor proved to be agile, surefooted 
and operator friendly. The tractor and 
its implements will enable rare flower-
rich hay meadows and heathland to be 
managed more efficiently. In addition, 
small-scale cultivation can now be 
carried out enabling arable plants like 
poppies to bloom. The seeds of these 
plants will provide winter feed for birds 
such as the Linnet, which are now 
becoming scarce in this area.

First to benefit from the tractor were 
Hazelslade Primary School. Pupils from 
the school helped the Countryside 
Service plant 320m of new hedgerow at 

Hazelslade LNR.  Their job was made 
easier and the hedge will grow quicker 
thanks to the ground being loosened 
by the cultivator on the new tractor. 
For further details, please contact Phil 
Armshaw, Countryside Service on 
01543 450018.

The first of four visits took place on 9th 
February when the sun shone brilliantly for 
the 20 people who went to Shropshire Hills 
AONB. A combination of talks from the AONB 
Manager Phil Holden and seeing planning and 
economic projects on the ground made for a 
very informative and enjoyable day. The fresh air 
was also taken advantage of with a walk in the 
company of the National Trust team at Carding 
Mill Valley, looking at issues of overcrowding and 
interpretation to name but two. 

Other visits planned for the AONB Partnership 
include a bird watching event and trips to Pottal 
Pool Quarry and Beaudesert Park – all taking 
place in March.
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New ‘plant’ on 
Nature Reserves

New ‘plant’ to become a familiar sight

During summer 2005, the Friends 
of Cannock Chase spotted an area 
of heathland on the south side of 
Sherbrook Valley where a large number 
of seedling pines were establishing.  
Still at a stage where they could be 
removed largely with loppers, the 
Friends of Cannock Chase volunteered 
to do this conservation work as part of 
their autumn and winter programme. 
June Jukes of the Friends of Cannock 
Chase said “Hopefully after our session 
on 11th March we will have cleared this 
area and helped to preserve this vital 
part of heathland habitat.” June added 
“We are always on the look out for new 
members and support. The Friends 
of Cannock Chase Annual General 
Meeting will be held on Saturday 25th 
March at 2.30pm at the John O’Leary 
Education Centre, Marquis Drive.  After 
the meeting there will be a short slide 
show of Chase photographs taken last 
year. All are welcome.”

The new Friends of Cannock Chase 
programme of walks and visits is out 
now and starts on Saturday 8th April 
with a walk covering Mifflins Valley and 
the Friends of Cannock Chase’s Golden 
Jubilee Trail. Anyone requiring further 
details of any of the above activities 
should contact June Jukes on 01543 
571241.

Many people may not be aware they 
are in an AONB or of the significance 
and fragility of the place they are visiting. 
This new and free booklet highlights 
the facilities, themes, 
trails and much 
more available at the 
five visitor centres in 
and around Cannock 
Chase AONB. The five 
centres are Birches 
Valley Forest Centre 
-Forestry Commission, 
Cannock Chase Visitor 
Centre - Staffordshire 
County Council, the 
Museum of Cannock Chase 
- Cannock Chase Council, 
Shugborough - Staffordshire 
County Council and the 
Wolseley Centre - Staffordshire Wildlife 
Trust. 

Encouraging people to go to one of 
the five visitor centres in and around 
Cannock Chase AONB helps to ensure 

everyone can find out about 
the Chase and have the 
relevant information on 
where is best for them to 
visit and how they can help 
to protect its beautiful 
landscape and wildlife. 
Look out for copies of 
this booklet at libraries, 
local council offices 
and from the visitor 
centres themselves. 
Alternatively, visit our 
website on www.
cannockchaseaonb.

org.uk or contact Cannock 
Chase AONB Unit by telephoning 01889 
882613 or faxing 01889 883912.
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AONB Partnership Awareness Visits

New Ecological 
Survey 
Database
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, with 
funding from the Countryside 
Agency, is collating all the ecological 
surveys and reports undertaken 
within Cannock Chase AONB onto a 
computer database. There has been 
a large amount of work undertaken 
or commissioned by various AONB 
partners in recent years and this 
is now being centrally recorded.  
Andy Jukes from the Trust said “I’m 
busy listing as much of the work 
completed as possible to create an 
index of where people can find what 
and who they can contact to know 
more about a subject. If you or your 
organisation has undertaken any 
projects which may be relevant to 
this database then I’d like to hear 
from you.” 

The database will provide a 
resource for all partners to utilise, 
help to identify any gaps in our 
knowledge and also prioritise future 
projects and funding. Please get 
in touch with Andy at his email 
address: ajukes@staffs.cix.co.uk 

AONB Carding Mill Valley – image Steve Welch

Friends of Cannock Chase at Work

Staffordshire County Council’s 
Countryside Ranger Service is 
busy running a variety of events 
on Cannock Chase in the coming 
months. Here is a selection (there is 
a charge for the activities of £2 per 
adult, children free):
Sunday 16th April 11am Annual 
Easter Sunday Spring Walk 
– meet at Coppice Hill car park, 
off Chase Road, Brocton for this 
heathlands and woodlands walk over 
Cannock Chase.
Monday 17th April 2.30pm 
History and Wildlife of Milford 
Hills – meet at Sister Dora car park, 
Milford for this traditional Easter 
Monday walk.
Sunday 14th May 7pm Evening 
Walk on Brindley Heath – meet 
at Cannock Chase Visitor Centre, 
Marquis Drive, Hednesford for this 
heathlands and woodlands walk

A new Guided Walks and Country-
side Events programme will be out 
shortly. 

For further details, please contact 
Colin Dempsey on 01543 871773. 

Forthcoming 
Countryside 
Events

Sherbrook Valley – image June Jukes

Out Now





A new Sustainable Development 
Fund to further AONB purposes 
and encourage individuals, 
community groups and businesses 
to work together to develop 
practical and sustainable projects 
has been created by DEFRA.

Cannock Chase AONB has obtained 
£40,000 of this Fund for the financial 
year 2006/07 and is hoping that 
people will now seize the opportunity 
to apply for this money to help with 
their work. Projects must:

–   Help to conserve or enhance the 
AONB (eg local characteristics of 
landscape, wildlife, culture and 
community).

–   Encourage sustainable development 

(enhancing and promoting the 
environmental, economic and/or 
community well-being to ensure a 
better quality of life for now and for the 
future).
–   Have the demonstrable support or 

involvement of local communities.
–   Help deliver the AONB Management 

Plan.
For further details and an easy to 
complete application form, why 
not visit our website on www. 
cannockchaseaonb.org.uk or contact 
the AONB Unit on 01889 882613. 
Eligible applications will be considered 
by a panel of local advisors on a first 
come first served basis. We hope to 
hear from you soon.
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£40,000 for AONB

Our annual conference this year will be 
themed around ‘getting people involved’ 
and will be held on Friday 12th May at 
Beau Desert Golf Club. If you’re the sort 
to get your sleeves rolled up and help 
deliver work in our AONB, then this is 
the conference for you. Speakers and 
workshop leaders will include John 
McMullen with ideas on funding, Lisa 
Shephard of Cannock Chase Council 
with a working example - the Route to 
Health, a youth and community expert 
and others.

Throughout the day, we’ll be 
encouraging you to take part in 
producing some real projects and letting 
your practical experiences be known. 
There’ll be case studies on funding 
issues, practical involvement and best 
practice examples. This conference 
is aimed at local and regional 

organisations, groups, businesses and 
individuals with an interest in Cannock 
Chase AONB and implementation of 
the Management Plan. If you’d like to 
attend, advance booking is essential, so 
please contact Cannock Chase AONB 
Unit on 01889 882613.

Should you or someone you know require it, this Newsletter can also be 
produced, on request, in large print. 

Please telephone 01889 882613 or fax 01889 883912.

Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is supported by: The Countryside Agency, Staffordshire 
County Council, Cannock Chase Council,  Lichfield District Council, South Staffordshire Council, Stafford Borough 
Council, AONB Parish and Town Councils, British Horse Society, Cemex UK Operations Ltd, Country Land and 
Business Association, Department of Food and Rural Affairs, English Nature, Forestry Commission, Friends of 
Cannock Chase, Hanson Aggregates, National Farmers Union, Ramblers Association, Staffordshire Parish Councils’ 
Association, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, Trail Cyclists Association, Walton Chasers, West Midland Bird Club
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Chase Hopper  
– on the Road Again
Thanks to funding from Cannock Chase 
Council, the innovative Chase Hopper 
taxi bus service for Cannock Chase 
AONB is to run again this summer. The 
service will follow the same route and 
timetable as last year, operating on 
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 
from 16th April to 22nd October 2006 
inclusive. The circular route takes in 
Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley 
bus stations as well as the visitor 
attractions of Birches Valley Forest 
Centre, Cannock Chase Visitor Centre, 
the Museum of Cannock Chase, 
Shugborough and the Wolseley Centre. 

This 8 seater taxi bus provides a 
sustainable and affordable means 
of transport across Cannock Chase 
AONB. Fares have also been held at 
last year’s prices. Copies of a timetable 
leaflet, including details of linked walks, 
will be available from the beginning of 
April at visitor centres, libraries, local 
council offices and 
Cannock Chase 
AONB Unit on 
01889 882613.

 ‘Getting Around the AONB’ workshop at the  

2005 conference

Look out for this 

logo marking Chase 

Hopper linked walks 

to bus stops

 Cannock Chase AONB Conference 2006

FOCUS ON Gentleshaw Common

Lichfield District Council has been busy 
with a variety of heathland projects on 
Gentleshaw Common Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), in conjunction 
with the Cannock Chase AONB 
Partnership and with financial support 
from the Countryside Agency.
The Heathland Grazing Arts Project 
started in July 2005 with 120 children 
from Boney Hay Primary School 
taking part in a heathland awareness 
competition. Ten lucky pupils’ pictures 
of grazing Exmoor ponies were chosen 
for enlargement and super-imposing 
onto wood. The school pupils then 
visited Gentleshaw Common to discover 
more about the site’s value for nature 
conservation and to gather natural 
materials to decorate the wood cut 
outs.                   

These artworks were displayed as 
part of a Heathland Harvest public event 
in September which looked at past, 

present and future uses of heathland 
landscape and its associated species. 
Exhibitions were on show in Cannock 
Wood Village Hall and workshops were 
held on Gentleshaw Common, including 
heather house building, besom making, 
scrub bashing and traditional songs and 

dances. To conclude the event, Chris 
Howkins (UK Ethno Botanist and author 
of the book ‘Heathland Harvest’) led a 
guided walk about heathland plants and 
how they were used in the past as raw 
materials from which people made a 
living.

Survey work

Lichfield District Council has recently, 
with grant funding from the Countryside 
Agency, commissioned a variety of 
survey work to help with the Gentleshaw 
Common SSSI Management Plan. 
Surveys included fungi and bryophytes 
as well as breeding and wintering birds. 

Areas within the site can 
now be managed 
according to 
the species 
found 
during the 
survey 
work. For 
example, 
birch thinning 
conservation work 
has been carried out because scrub 
encroachment threatened to prevent 
rare birds such as snipe from breeding. 
In the future, Lichfield District Council 
also hopes to encourage rare birds such 
as the woodlark and nightjar to return to 
the heathlands. 

For further details on any of the 
above work, please contact John Smith  
(Countryside Officer) or Justine Lloyd 
(Biodiversity Officer) of Lichfield District 
Council on 01543 308000.
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