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New plant” on
Nature Reserves

Cannock Chase Council's Countryside

Service is very excited by the new ‘plant’

to be seen on several of Cannock’s
nature reserves. A flurry of activity has
seen staff researching and undertaking
specialist consultation to identify the
new plant, a robust blue colour of high
conservation value.

The Kilworth Valiant 500 articulated
tractor is the latest addition to the
conservation tools used by Cannock
Chase Council’'s Countryside Service
to manage Local Nature Reserves
(LNRs) in and around Cannock Chase.
In recent field trials, this 48HP 4x4
tractor proved to be agile, surefooted
and operator friendly. The tractor and
its implements will enable rare flower-
rich hay meadows and heathland to be
managed more efficiently. In addition,
small-scale cultivation can now be
carried out enabling arable plants like
poppies to bloom. The seeds of these
plants will provide winter feed for birds
such as the Linnet, which are now
becoming scarce in this area.

First to benefit from the tractor were
Hazelslade Primary School. Pupils from
the school helped the Countryside

Hazelslade LNR. Their job was made

easier and the hedge will grow quicker

thanks to the ground being loosened
by the cultivator on the new tractor.
For further details, please contact Phil
Armshaw, Countryside Service on
01543 450018.

New Ecological
Survey
Database

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, with
funding from the Countryside
Agency, is collating all the ecological
surveys and reports undertaken
within Cannock Chase AONB onto a
computer database. There has been
a large amount of work undertaken
or commissioned by various AONB
partners in recent years and this

is now being centrally recorded.
Andy Jukes from the Trust said “I'm
busy listing as much of the work
completed as possible to create an
index of where people can find what
and who they can contact to know
more about a subject. If you or your
organisation has undertaken any
projects which may be relevant to
this database then I'd like to hear
from you.”

The database will provide a
resource for all partners to utilise,
help to identify any gaps in our
knowledge and also prioritise future
projects and funding. Please get
in touch with Andy at his email

: — i address: ajukes@staffs.cix.co.uk
New ‘plant’ to become a familiar sight

AONB Partnershlp Awareness Visits

The first of four visits took place on 9th
February when the sun shone brilliantly for

the 20 people who went to Shropshire Hills
AONB. A combination of talks from the AONB
Manager Phil Holden and seeing planning and
economic projects on the ground made for a
very informative and enjoyable day. The fresh air
was also taken advantage of with a walk in the
company of the National Trust team at Carding
Mill Valley, looking at issues of overcrowding and
interpretation to name but two.

Other visits planned for the AONB Partnership
include a bird watching event and trips to Pottal
Pool Quarry and Beaudesert Park — all taking
place in March.

Service plant 320m of new hedgerow at

AONB Carding Mill Valley - image Steve Welch
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FOCUS ON Gentleshavw Common

dances. To conclude the event, Chris
Howkins (UK Ethno Botanist and author
of the book ‘Heathland Harvest’) led a
guided walk about heathland plants and
how they were used in the past as raw
materials from which people made a
living.

Survey work

Lichfield District Council has recently,
with grant funding from the Countryside
Agency, commissioned a variety of
survey work to help with the Gentleshaw
Common SSSI Management Plan.
Surveys included fungi and bryophytes

Gentleshaw Common Sifik e T s = = as well as breeding and wintering birds.

Areas within the site can

Lichfield District Council has been busy  present and future uses of heathland now be managed i Ao
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The Heathland Grazing Arts Project = = example, fung!

started in July 2005 with 120 children birch thinning

from Boney Hay Primary School
taking part in a heathland awareness
competition. Ten lucky pupils’ pictures
of grazing Exmoor ponies were chosen
for enlargement and super-imposing
onto wood. The school pupils then
visited Gentleshaw Common to discover
more about the site’s value for nature
conservation and to gather natural
materials to decorate the wood cut
outs.

These artworks were displayed as
part of a Heathland Harvest public event
in September which looked at past, Heather house building

conservation work
has been carried out because scrub
encroachment threatened to prevent
rare birds such as snipe from breeding.
In the future, Lichfield District Council
also hopes to encourage rare birds such
as the woodlark and nightjar to return to
the heathlands.

For further details on any of the
above work, please contact John Smith
(Countryside Officer) or Justine Lloyd
(Biodiversity Officer) of Lichfield District
Council on 01543 308000.

— The Countryside Agency

Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is supported by: The Countryside Agency, Staffordshire - Landscape
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Should you or someone you know require it, this Newsletter can also be
produced, on request, in large print.
Please telephone 01889 882613 or fax 01889 883912.
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