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Welcome From Our 
Chair

On behalf of the Cannock Chase AONB Partnership I am proud 
to welcome you to the Annual Review of our achievements for 
2022/23. 

Over the past year the combined efforts of the AONB Team, 
Joint Committee and wider partnership working together with 
land managers, communities, businesses and visitors has helped 
to conserve, enhance and celebrate the natural beauty of this 
nationally important protected landscape. 

We have delivered a wide range of activities across all themes 
in our statutory AONB Management Plan. A particular focus of 
our activities this year has been to make Cannock Chase more 
welcoming, accessible and relevant to people. Much of this work 
has been possible through the additional funding made available 
from Defra through its Access for All Fund. I’m also delighted 
that the national success and impact of the Farming in Protected 
Landscapes programme has resulted in it being extended until 31 
March 2025. The programme has enabled us to foster working 
relationships with our farming communities and deliver a wide 
range of environmental outcomes.

The year ahead offers ongoing challenges and opportunities for 
the AONB Partnership to deliver more for nature, climate, people 
and place. We need to consider how we can contribute to the 
Government’s target of 30 by 30 (protecting 30% of our land for 
nature by 2030). Creative thinking will also be required if we are 
to reach our pathway for the AONB to being net zero by 3034 
and deliver the challenging tree planting targets and changes to 
agricultural practices this will require. We will also need to continue 

our efforts to change the perceptions and behaviours of the 2.7 
million visitors who come to enjoy Cannock Chase each year. 

In addition, we also hope that the Government’s long-awaited 
response to the Glover Review of Protected Landscapes will be 
published, bringing with it proper resourcing for AONBs to meet 
the increased expectations placed on Protected Landscapes to 
deliver for the nation.

I must stand down from the Chair and Committee because of the 
vagaries of politics, but I will continue to strive for the protection 
of Cannock Chase, its nationally important landscapes, its 
internationally important fauna and flora; to tell its story and for 
better control of the greatest threat to its future – human beings.

Frances Beatty

Chair, Cannock Chase AONB 
Joint Committee
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CANNOCKCANNOCK

Cannock Chase

Cannock Chase AONB is 
situated in Staffordshire in the 
West Midlands within easy 
access of several large towns 
and cities.

Wild and Beautiful

Designated in 1958 and 
covering 26 sq miles (69 sq 
kms) of forests, heaths and 
historic parklands, Cannock 
Chase is mainland England’s 
smallest AONB.

Cannock Chase AONB 
Partnership

The AONB Partnership 
comprises all those bodies and 
individuals that collaborate 
to conserve and enhance the 
natural beauty of Cannock 
Chase. More information on 
the Partnership is available at:  
www.cannock-chase.co.uk
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2022/23 In 
Numbers

4 
Annual Review 2022-23



10 New AONB
studies and
publications

26
hectares

£4,409

1500

awarded to 2 local 
community groups
through the AONB Sustainable
Development Fund

1924
subscribers to
our AONB
e-newsletter

£132,089.42
awarded to 17 farmers and 
land managers 

volunteer hours
contributed

of which the AONB Team 
made detailed comments
on 55

135
63kms

planning
application
consultations
received

of promoted
walking routes
waymarked

of habitat conserved at Gentleshaw
Common through National Grid funding

through the Farming in Protected
Landscapes Programme

including a carbon baseline assessment, inclusion 
and diversity study, nightjar survey report, local 
geological sites assessment, deer activity impact 
study, deer census

Image: Photo credit Sam Carpenter
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Landscape 
character and 
planning

Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme

During 2022-23 a further 17 farmers and land managers in the 
AONB were supported with grants totalling £132,089.42 to 
deliver outcomes for nature, climate change, public access and 
sustainable farming practices.

By the end of March 2023 the following outcomes have been 
delivered through the Programme: 

 • 22.39 ha land managed for regenerative farming

 • 1640 metres hedgerow planted, 66 hedgerow trees planted

 • 77 wildlife boxes installed

 • 640 ha total area of land supported by all approved projects

 • 1 historic structure conserved 

 • 3 projects supporting public engagement in land management

We were delighted to learn that Defra has extended the 
Programme for a 4th year, until 31 March 2025.  

Image Funding work in progress

Dark Skies

The importance of Dark Skies for nature and our health and 
wellbeing has been promoted in interpretation and awareness-
raising projects during Dark Skies week 2023. The AONB 
supported a star-gazing session with CPRE Staffordshire for 
Scouts and Brownies on 15 February 2023 and two family friendly 
dark skies events on 20 and 22 February at Wolseley Bridge run 
by the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust. In total 90 children and their 
guardians attended and discovered the wonder of our dark skies.

Image: Dark Skies event. Photo credit CPRE

The AONB Team has drafted a Good Lighting Guide to 
demonstrate how simple changes to the way we light our homes, 
businesses and neighbourhoods can have big impacts. It provides 
information and advice to individuals, businesses and decision 
makers interested in reducing and avoiding light pollution so that 
we keep Cannock Chase special. 
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Other activities in brief…

 • New viewpoints have been added to our long-running Fixed 
Point Photography Project. These will monitor changes to 
the landscape arising from HS2 works as well as the National 
Trust’s wood-pasture restoration project. 

 • We have continued to provide landscape design input to the 
Trent-Sow Parklands HS2 Group for enabling works and 
environmental enhancement projects. 

 • Together with Staffordshire County Council Highways we 
have been updating the Highways Design Guide for the 
AONB. This will feature guiding principles to inform all those 
involved in making alterations to the highways, highways 
infrastructure, and verge management in the AONB. The 
Guide will be ready to be presented to Joint Committee for 
adoption in July 2023.

Images: Peace Vista from top, 2004, 2014 and 2022

Light Pollution and Dark Skies in the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: A Good Lighting Guide
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1. Introduction
1.1 Cannock Chase AONB

The Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) is one of a family of AONBs 
established in England and Wales under the National 
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. 
Along with National Parks, AONBs are ‘protected 
landscapes’ formally recognised as representing 
the finest countryside in England and Wales, where 
special policies should apply to safeguard and 
manage the countryside for the benefit of this and 
future generations. 

Cannock Chase was designated an AONB in 1958. 
The primary purpose of the designation, as set out 
in the Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000, 
is the conservation and enhancement of natural 
beauty. ‘Natural beauty’ is not just the look of the 
landscape, but includes landform and geology, 
plants and animals, landscape features, the rich 
history of human settlement over the centuries, 
scenic quality and relative wildness and tranquillity. 
Natural starry skies are one of the sights which make 
Cannock Chase special. Night-time darkness is a key 
characteristic of the area’s sense of tranquillity and 
relative remoteness.

However, light pollution has the potential to 
erode and destroy that tranquillity and sense of 
remoteness. It diminishes the ability to see and 
understand the dark night skies and beauty of our 
galaxy. It also has adverse impacts on our health and 
wellbeing, wildlife behaviour, and wastes resources. 
Artificial lighting also introduces a suburban feel and 
can detract from the landscape beauty of the AONB.

1.2 What is light pollution?

Light pollution is artificial light which shines where 
it is neither wanted, nor needed. It is the result of 
lighting which is poorly designed, badly directed or 
unnecessarily bright. Fortunately, light pollution is 
reversible. In relation to restoring dark night skies 
this involves simple actions to control, limit, and 
reduce light emissions. 

1.3 The purpose of the guide

The purpose of this guide is to raise awareness of 
dark skies, their social, environmental, and economic 
benefits, and to demonstrate how simple changes 
to the way we light our homes, businesses and 
neighbourhoods can have big impacts. It provides 
information and advice to individuals, businesses 
and decision makers interested in reducing and 
avoiding light pollution so that we keep Cannock 
Chase special.

Light Pollution and Dark Skies in the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: A Good Lighting Guide

1

Light Pollution and 
Dark Skies in the Cannock Chase 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty:  

A Good Lighting Guide

Image ©Robert Taylor
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Wildlife and 
nature

Conserving adders

A collaboration between the major landowners on the Chase 
and the AONB Team, with expert support from Amphibian 
and Reptile Group (ARG) UK and Shropshire and Staffordshire 
Amphibian and Reptile Group, is looking to better understand our 
adder population and inform future management to protect and 
increase numbers and range. 

The Centre for Ecology and Hydrology is developing a computer 
model of the Cannock Chase landscape to predict the likely 
suitability for the presence of adders. This will be ground-truthed 
by field surveys during 2023. Further planned initiatives include 
a land manager training day, and possibly radio-tracking the 
movements of adder using telemetry of tagged snakes.

Image: Adder. Photo credit Steve Welch

2022 breeding bird survey

Over a thousand hours of volunteer time by members of the 
Stafford Branch of the West Midland Bird Club has culminated 
in the publication of the 7th quinquennial survey of the breeding 
birds of Cannock Chase. 

The diverse range of habitats on the Chase supports significant 
populations of nationally threatened species of birds. The report 
demonstrates that whilst many species on the Chase follow 
nationwide trends in expansion or decline, some do not follow 
these patterns and still maintain healthy populations, such as 
nightjar, willow warbler and cuckoo. The AONB is pleased to 
have supported the continuation of this essential work through its 
Sustainable Development Fund.

Image: Photo credit Joe Banton
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Other activities in brief…

 • A training day for 16 volunteers to identify and record 
veteran trees took place on 18th October 2022 at 
Wolseley Park plantation, near Etchinghill, Rugeley. Organised 
by the Woodland Trust, Cannock Chase AONB Team and 
Forestry England, the training will enable volunteers to 
improve our knowledge of this important resource on the 
Chase. A further training day is planned for 2023.

 • A further census of the deer population on the Chase took 
place in November 2022. Together with the findings from 
the spring census, as well as an impact study, this evidence 
will inform a deer management strategy to be prepared 
during 2023.

Image : Measuring a veteran tree

 • Staffordshire Wildlife Trust with the support of 
Staffordshire County Council carried out 1.3km of habitat 
enhancements for crayfish. Reintroductions of this priority 
conservation species are being planned for Sherbrook and 
Oldacre Valleys. 

 • With the support of the Staffordshire Ecological Record and 
partners a longlist of priority conservation species is being 
compiled. This will comprise all taxonomic groups recorded 
on the Chase, e.g., birds, bats, reptiles and amphibians, 
terrestrial mammals, flowering plants, bryophytes. In 
consultation with specialists this will then be refined to 
produce a shortlist of priority species for inclusion in a future 
Nature Recovery Plan for the AONB.

Image: Fallow bucks. Photo credit Steve Welch

09 
www.cannock-chase.co.uk



Historic 
environment and 
culture

Conserving our trig points

Works to conserve the three surviving Ordnance Survey (OS) 
triangulation pillars on Cannock Chase (more commonly known 
as trig points) have taken place. About 4’ tall and made of 
concrete, these familiar features in the countryside were used by 
the Ordnance Survey in order to determine the exact shape of 
the country. With the expertise of Staffordshire County Council 
Highways and Built County, the support of the landowner and 
advice of the County Archaeologist, the AONB commissioned 
works involving ground stabilisation, re-painting and reinstating of 
original features at the 3 trig points located at the Butts (north of 
Rifle Range Corner), the Glacial Boulder, and Stile Cop. 

At least 8 other trig points have disappeared from the Chase, and 
the AONB is considering reinstating some of them so that these 
iconic landmarks can, once again, feature in the landscape.

Image: Trig points before and after restoration

Conservation works at Castle Ring

The first phase of conservation works has got underway at 
Castle Ring – the largest Iron Age hillfort in Staffordshire. Self-
regenerating trees and scrub are threatening to damage the 
earthworks of this scheduled monument. Their clearance and 
treatment will reduce root damage, and allow visitors to see more 
of the form of the hillfort with its banks and ditches. The works 
will also maintain and improve wildlife habitats. 

The project is a collaboration between the landowner - Cannock 
Chase District Council, Historic England, adder specialists and 
the AONB Team, and has been financially supported through the 
Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme. Further works are 
planned for 2023/24.

Image: Castle Ring Iron Age Hillfort
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Other activities in brief…

 • Volunteers (Chase Through Time and National Trust) have 
had refresher training from the National Trust and carried 
out condition surveys on non-designated heritage 
assets on the Shugborough Estate.

 • Four of our 7 Scheduled Monuments have been visited 
and inspected this year as part of potential applications 
for funding through the Farming in Protected Landscapes 
Programme.

 • A lasting ‘natural memorial’ to the Armed Forces has 
been created by Staffordshire County Council Ranger 
Service at the former RAF Hednesford training camp. Native 
wildflowers have been sown on the footprint of 6 of the 
wartime barrack huts, accompanied by a new interpretation 
panel. All activities have been funded through the Farming in 
Protected Landscapes programme.

 • A new interactive touch-screen kiosk in Cannock 
Chase Visitor Centre tells the story of The Chase Through 
Time through 4 themes: The Thrill of the Chase, Home is 
where the Heath is, Making a Living and, The Chase at War.

Image: Essex Bridge Shugborough Estate. Photo credit Sam Carpenter

Image: Interpretation panel, RAF Hednesford Trail Image: Former RAF Hednesford training camp
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Experience and 
enjoyment

Connecting with nature and landscape through the arts

To celebrate National Poetry Day in October, local nature poet 
Cherry Doyle and the Poet Laureate of Wolverhampton, Kuli 
Kohli, led a poetry workshop on the theme ‘The Environment 
of Cannock Chase’ at the Museum of Cannock Chase. Seven 
budding poets who were new to either poetry, nature poetry, 
or to the stunning landscapes of Cannock Chase, took part and 
created their own poems based on what they had observed and 
learned during the day.

The AONB continued support for the ‘Local Cultural Place 
Makers, Global Change Makers’ arts programme with young 
people, co-ordinated through the Cannock Chase Cultural 
Education Partnership. A number of activities have now been 
delivered engaging with young people. As part of the ‘Celebrating 
Birmingham 2022’ an artist was commissioned to work in schools. 
Using old leaflets and out of date maps from the AONB, local 
school children created lanterns that were temporarily installed 
in Rugeley and were again on display in the welcome area at the 
Commonwealth Games 2022 Mountain Biking Event. 

Other projects under development include ‘Digital Discoveries’ - 
an App game aimed at families, which encourages users to collect 
‘prizes’. The game will follow a trail at the site of the former RAF 
Hednesford training camp, and include key messages from the 
Cannock Chase Code presented in a fun interactive way.

Image: poetry workshop. Photo credit Cherry Doyle

Visitor engagement

After a gap of several years, the information hut at Milford 
Common has re-opened to welcome visitors to this popular 
location. Thanks to the efforts of a new group of volunteers, 
the hut has been repaired and updated with new interpretation 
panels. The volunteers are on hand to meet and greet visitors 
most weekends as well as bank holidays.

Updated self-guided trail leaflets have been prepared for RAF 
Hednesford, Brindley Heath and Milford Common. The leaflets 
complement the interpretation panels recently installed at RAF 
Hednesford and Brindley Heath.

Visitors to the Great War Hut next to Cannock Chase Visitor 
Centre may have noticed that it now features the number ‘H21’ 
on its front door! New research highlighted that each barrack 
hut in the huge training camps on the Chase had its own unique 
number. The font and colour of ‘H21’ is an authentic reproduction 
of those used during the Great War.
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welcome

a national landscape Cannock Chase is one of England’s finest landscapes, designated 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) since 1958. It is 
part of a Worldwide Protected Landscape Family that includes our 
own National Parks and those of North America and elsewhere.

walking
Cannock Chase can be explored by walkers of all abilities, all year 
round. However, this is open countryside and for longer walks you 
will need stout shoes or boots and waterproof clothing.

• People with restricted mobility and families with smaller children 
   can enjoy shorter walks from most of the visitor hubs/centres, 
   including the TOC-H trail and RAF Hednesford trail at Cannock 
   Chase Visitor Centre.

• A number of self-guided trails are available from visitor hubs/
   centres or can be downloaded from the Cannock Chase AONB 
   website. These include trails at Milford Common, Brindley Heath 
   and RAF Hednesford, as well as military history and Tolkien trails.

• For the more energetic, a number of long-distance trails pass 
   through the AONB (for details visit www.cannock-chase.co.uk) 
   including: Heart of England Way, Staffordshire Way, Way for the 
   Millennium, Two Saints Way, Beacon Way, Sabrina Way, Forest of 
   Mercia Way and the Chase Heritage Trail.

cycling
Undulating scenery and a network of bridleways and designated cycle 
trails make for varied and interesting family cycling across the Chase.

• Staffordshire County Council has produced a cycling map and 
   information guide for Cannock Chase – available to download at 
   www.cannock-chase.co.uk

• From children taking their first trip out on their bike, through to 
   cross-country mountain bikers wanting to test their skills, 
   Cannock Chase Forest offers great opportunities for cycling on 
   purpose-built trails.

• Local cycling shops can offer bikes for hire or sale.

horse riding
One of the best ways to see many parts of the Chase is on horseback. 
The network of bridleways provides some of the most extensive and 
picturesque off-road riding in England.

• Two horse-riding routes starting at Milford Common and Seven 
   Springs have been produced by the AONB Partnership and are 
   available to download at www.cannock-chase.co.uk

• Cannock Chase Forest welcomes horse riders to come and explore 
   mature pine forests, birch woodlands and open heathland along its 
   network of bridleways, forest roads and tracks.

• Local trekking centres can offer tuition and guided rides in a safe 
   environment.

other activities
There are year-round activities and attractions on the Chase for all 
tastes, including play areas, picnic areas, the Gruffalo trail, Go Ape 
treetop adventure, Segway courses, orienteering and dog activity 
trails. Check out the visitor hubs/centres overleaf for more details.

help to protect cannock chase
The Cannock Chase AONB Partnership of local authorities, 
statutory advisors and representatives of local communities 
and user groups, together with the Cannock SAC Partnership, 
emergency services and landowners, work together to look after 
this nationally important landscape. We are all responsible for 
keeping it special and everyone can make a difference.

• Follow the Cannock Chase Code to keep Cannock Chase special
   See code overleaf: protect • respect • enjoy

• Support the AONB partners and other organisations that look 
   after the AONB

• Use local produce and support local businesses

find out more
• Cannock Chase Visitor Centre, Staffordshire County Council,
   Marquis Drive, Hednesford WS12 4PW
   Tel: 01543 876741 www.staffordshire.gov.uk

• The Museum of Cannock Chase, Cannock Chase Council,
   Valley Road, Hednesford WS12 1TD
   Tel: 01543 877666 www.museumofcannockchase.org

• Shugborough Estate, National Trust, Milford ST17 0XB
   Tel: 01889 880166 www.nationaltrust.org.uk/shugborough-estate

• The Wolseley Centre, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust,
   Wolseley Bridge ST17 0WT
   Tel: 01889 880100 www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk

• Cannock Chase Forest, Forestry England, Birches Valley, 
   Rugeley WS15 2UQ
   www.forestryengland.uk/cannock-chase-forest

• Cannock Chase War Cemetery and German Military 
   Cemetery www.cwgc.org

• Cannock Chase SAC Partnership www.cannockchase.org.uk

• Enjoy Staffordshire www.enjoystaffordshire.com

• Bus and train timetables www.traveline.info

Cannock Chase AONB Partnership
www.cannock-chase.co.uk

Photographs by Sam Carpenter, Robert Cartwright, Paul Dykes, Ron Evans, Ian Jones, 
Steve Welch, Staffordshire County Council and RSPB Images

© Cannock Chase AONB Partnership 2022

wild and beautiful At just 69 square kilometres (26 square miles) Cannock Chase is 
mainland England’s smallest AONB but is packed with landscape, 
nature and heritage interest.

Forest and heath dominate the elevated core of the Chase, 
fringed by historic parklands and enclosed farmlands. The 
views from and to the heathland plateau are inspiring and extensive.  
Castle Ring Iron Age hillfort is the highest point at 242 metres (794 
feet). The peace and tranquillity of the area contrasts with the busy 
surrounding towns and cities.

Cannock Chase has the largest surviving area of heathland in 
the Midlands. It is a stronghold for endangered wildlife including 
nightjar, woodlark, adder, bog bush-cricket, white-clawed crayfish 
and our own Cannock Chase berry. 18% of the Chase is a Special 
Area of Conservation and protected by European law.

The Chase is a 1,000 year-old medieval hunting forest 
created for William the Conqueror. Its rich cultural heritage 
includes 7 scheduled monuments, 66 listed buildings, 2 registered 
parks and gardens and 5 conservation areas. Extensive use for 
military training and an industrial history of mining, charcoal and 
glass and iron making have all left their mark in the landscape.

a landscape for everyone

Other activities in brief… 

 • The AONB Team has continued to support the SAC 
Partnership to deliver the car park and site user 
implementation plans, including proposed improvements 
to the Punchbowl car park.

 • The AONB Team attended the mountain biking events for 
the Commonwealth Games held at Cannock Chase Forest 
on 8th August 2022 along with Forestry England, the SAC 
Partnership and Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles. It provided an 
opportunity to engage with members of the public and 
distribute copies of our new Welcome leaflet and Guide 
booklet.

Trails

Waymarked Trails

Three circular walks on country paths 

11/4  to 21/4 miles / 2 to 3.6 kms (1 to 2 hours)

Brindley Heath

1243

MINISTRY & PENSIONS

HOSPITAL

Start the route at Cannock Chase Visitor Centre. 

Follow the blue waymarkers around the trail. The 

walk passes the site of Brindley Village, built as a 

military hospital during the Great War and later 

used to house miners and their families.

Leaving the Visitor Centre at post (1), walk over the 

grassed area to the left of the Visitor Centre to (2).

Taking care, cross the road and make your way to the 

corner of the former RAF camp playing field to post (2a).

Notice the heather regenerating in the closely mown 

grass and the mature pines planted as a commercial crop 

to the right. Carefully cross the road to post (3).

Look out for rowan trees in this area, which provide 

food for blackbirds, redwings and fieldfares in the 

winter. Walk through the car park, and with the BT tower 

on the horizon straight ahead, follow the track to post (4).

Take the right fork. The carpet-like colonies at the edge 

of the trees include heather, crowberry, cowberry, bilberry 

and Cannock Chase berry. Walk towards post (5).

Pine clearance in this area has left standing birch as 

songposts for passing birds like long-tailed tits moving 

between nearby plantations. Mature birch trees may 

also support the larvae of the Welsh Clearwing moth, 

for which Cannock Chase is a national stronghold. Deer 

hoof prints or ‘slots’ can sometimes be seen in the softer 

ground, though the deer themselves are rarely seen. 

Continue straight ahead, downhill, to post (6).

In the valley north-west of post (6), you can see the 

nearest of the four concrete filter beds remaining from 

Blue Trail
21/4 miles (3.6 kilometres) – approx. 2 hours
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the Great War sewage works. Scattered concrete blocks 

make an ideal basking place for lizards and adders on a 

warm summer’s day. On the wall of one of the triangular 

sludge beds you can see an inscription with the date ‘1916’. 

The ground nearby, enriched by effluent, has encouraged 

the growth of hawthorn shrubs.

From post (6), bear left and walk down the track 

which now crosses the original effluent ditch to post (7). 

The embankment of the former Tackeroo Railway runs 

through the trees on the left.

Turn right and notice the purple moor-grass and soft 

rush, indicative of the former marsh in this area (8).

With a bank of heather and scattered birch on your 

left, walk on to the car park. Head past the barrier to 

post (9), where you head up the slope through trees.

Emerging from the trees (10), cross a patch of open 

heath, once the playing field of the former military hospital 

and later, Brindley Village and school. Look out for puffballs 

in the autumn, a white spherical fungi, by the track.

Cross the tarmac of the former school playground 

(11), noticing the concrete bases of the earlier hospital 

buildings (12).

At the post turn right along the curving track, past the 

mains water manhole cover. Thousands of manhole covers 

like this one were cast at Black Country iron foundries.

At (13) take the first left. An interpretation board is at 

the meeting point of the five paths. You are now at the 

entrance to Brindley Village, a military hospital from the 

Great War. The footings of the former Officers’ Quarters 

may be seen in the undergrowth on the left. Walk along 

the main drive lined by laurels and rhododendrons – 

most likely planted by recuperating soldiers. The military 

hospital was built in 1916 to care for casualties 
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returning from the trenches on the Western Front. 

The hospital closed in 1923 and the buildings were 

converted to bungalow-style accommodation for 

miners and their families working at West Cannock 

Colliery. The last residents left Brindley Village in 1955 

and the school closed in 1959. Over the last fifty years, 

nature has taken over and the footprint of the buildings 

is generally overgrown. The trees and bushes are home 

to many bird species and both green and great-spotted 

woodpeckers may be seen and heard.

Post (14) marks the entrance to the military hospital 

reception block; the concrete flagpole base on the left 

was in front of the main administrative building. The 

interpretation board tells the story of the hospital and 

Brindley Village.

Continue down the main drive to (15). If you are 

flagging, turn left and take the alternative route 

following posts (7) to (1) back to the Visitor Centre. 

To continue on the main Blue Trail, turn right to 

(16); concrete remains on the left show the site of the 

hospital Sisters’ Quarters.

Continue downhill to (17), then left along the valley 

bottom track (Duffields Lane) for half-a-mile to 

Duffields car park.

Banks of heather line the track on either side. 

At (18), heather was cut for packing ceramics in the 

Potteries up to the 1940s.

Continue along the valley to post (19) and at the car 

park turn left onto the Tackeroo railway embankment.

At post (20) turn right and walk uphill to (21). Bear 

right and head to Brindley Heath Road, going straight past 

post (21a). Carefully cross the road at (22) and follow the 

track to (23). The Visitor Centre and car park are ahead.
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Brindley Heath is one of several military heritage 

sites at Cannock Chase. The Chase is a nationally 

important landscape, and a special place to 

discover some of our most important historic 

heritage. Brindley Heath is steeped in memories, 

and together with its natural history, offers three 

circular waymarked trails for everyone to enjoy. 

During the Great War, Cannock Chase was a 

wide, open heath landscape, home to thousands 

of British and Commonwealth soldiers en route 

to the Western Front. The extensive military 

development extended across the west side of 

the Chase. Soldiers were barracked in wooden 

huts at two large training camps at Rugeley and 

Brocton. There is a reconstructed Great War Hut 

at Cannock Chase Visitor Centre.

In 1916, a military hospital was built at Brindley 

Heath. Hospital staff cared for casualties returning 

from the trenches as well as troops stationed at 

the training camps. The hospital closed in 1923. 

From 1924, miners working at West Cannock 

Colliery were housed, with their families, in the 

recently abandoned buildings. ‘Brindley Village’ 

was born and by 1926 a club and school had been 

installed, and the hospital chapel re-dedicated as 

St Mary’s Church. The village thrived until 1955 

when the buildings were demolished, but remains 

may still be found amongst the vegetation. 

Brindley Village school closed in 1959.

Entrance to Brindley Village, c1928
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Discover more about the landscape, nature and heritage of 

Cannock Chase on our website or by visiting one of the visitor 

centres/hubs in the area. 

www.cannock-chase.co.uk
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welcome

a national landscape Cannock Chase is one of England’s finest landscapes, designated 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) since 1958. It is 
part of a Worldwide Protected Landscape Family that includes our 
own National Parks and those of North America and elsewhere.

walking
Cannock Chase can be explored by walkers of all abilities, all year 
round. However, this is open countryside and for longer walks you 
will need stout shoes or boots and waterproof clothing.• People with restricted mobility and families with smaller children 
   can enjoy shorter walks from most of the visitor hubs/centres, 
   including the TOC-H trail and RAF Hednesford trail at Cannock 
   Chase Visitor Centre.
• A number of self-guided trails are available from visitor hubs/
   centres or can be downloaded from the Cannock Chase AONB 
   website. These include trails at Milford Common, Brindley Heath 
   and RAF Hednesford, as well as military history and Tolkien trails.• For the more energetic, a number of long-distance trails pass 
   through the AONB (for details visit www.cannock-chase.co.uk) 
   including: Heart of England Way, Staffordshire Way, Way for the 
   Millennium, Two Saints Way, Beacon Way, Sabrina Way, Forest of 
   Mercia Way and the Chase Heritage Trail.

cycling
Undulating scenery and a network of bridleways and designated cycle 
trails make for varied and interesting family cycling across the Chase.• Staffordshire County Council has produced a cycling map and 
   information guide for Cannock Chase – available to download at 
   www.cannock-chase.co.uk
• From children taking their first trip out on their bike, through to 
   cross-country mountain bikers wanting to test their skills, 
   Cannock Chase Forest offers great opportunities for cycling on 
   purpose-built trails.
• Local cycling shops can offer bikes for hire or sale.

horse ridingOne of the best ways to see many parts of the Chase is on horseback. 
The network of bridleways provides some of the most extensive and 
picturesque off-road riding in England.• Two horse-riding routes starting at Milford Common and Seven 
   Springs have been produced by the AONB Partnership and are 
   available to download at www.cannock-chase.co.uk• Cannock Chase Forest welcomes horse riders to come and explore 
   mature pine forests, birch woodlands and open heathland along its 
   network of bridleways, forest roads and tracks.• Local trekking centres can offer tuition and guided rides in a safe 
   environment.

other activitiesThere are year-round activities and attractions on the Chase for all 
tastes, including play areas, picnic areas, the Gruffalo trail, Go Ape 
treetop adventure, Segway courses, orienteering and dog activity 
trails. Check out the visitor hubs/centres overleaf for more details.

help to protect cannock chaseThe Cannock Chase AONB Partnership of local authorities, 
statutory advisors and representatives of local communities 
and user groups, together with the Cannock SAC Partnership, 
emergency services and landowners, work together to look after 
this nationally important landscape. We are all responsible for 
keeping it special and everyone can make a difference.• Follow the Cannock Chase Code to keep Cannock Chase special
   See code overleaf: protect • respect • enjoy• Support the AONB partners and other organisations that look 
   after the AONB
• Use local produce and support local businesses

find out more
• Cannock Chase Visitor Centre, Staffordshire County Council,
   Marquis Drive, Hednesford WS12 4PW   Tel: 01543 876741 www.staffordshire.gov.uk• The Museum of Cannock Chase, Cannock Chase Council,

   Valley Road, Hednesford WS12 1TD   Tel: 01543 877666 www.museumofcannockchase.org• Shugborough Estate, National Trust, Milford ST17 0XB
   Tel: 01889 880166 www.nationaltrust.org.uk/shugborough-estate• The Wolseley Centre, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust,

   Wolseley Bridge ST17 0WT   Tel: 01889 880100 www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk• Cannock Chase Forest, Forestry England, Birches Valley, 
   Rugeley WS15 2UQ   www.forestryengland.uk/cannock-chase-forest• Cannock Chase War Cemetery and German Military 

   Cemetery www.cwgc.org
• Cannock Chase SAC Partnership www.cannockchase.org.uk• Enjoy Staffordshire www.enjoystaffordshire.com• Bus and train timetables www.traveline.info

Cannock Chase AONB Partnershipwww.cannock-chase.co.uk
Photographs by Sam Carpenter, Robert Cartwright, Paul Dykes, Ron Evans, Ian Jones, 

Steve Welch, Staffordshire County Council and RSPB Images© Cannock Chase AONB Partnership 2022

wild and beautiful At just 69 square kilometres (26 square miles) Cannock Chase is 
mainland England’s smallest AONB but is packed with landscape, 
nature and heritage interest.
Forest and heath dominate the elevated core of the Chase, 
fringed by historic parklands and enclosed farmlands. The 
views from and to the heathland plateau are inspiring and extensive.  
Castle Ring Iron Age hillfort is the highest point at 242 metres (794 
feet). The peace and tranquillity of the area contrasts with the busy 
surrounding towns and cities.
Cannock Chase has the largest surviving area of heathland in 
the Midlands. It is a stronghold for endangered wildlife including 
nightjar, woodlark, adder, bog bush-cricket, white-clawed crayfish 
and our own Cannock Chase berry. 18% of the Chase is a Special 
Area of Conservation and protected by European law. The Chase is a 1,000 year-old medieval hunting forest 
created for William the Conqueror. Its rich cultural heritage 
includes 7 scheduled monuments, 66 listed buildings, 2 registered 
parks and gardens and 5 conservation areas. Extensive use for 
military training and an industrial history of mining, charcoal and 
glass and iron making have all left their mark in the landscape.

a landscape for everyone

Waymarked Trail
A circular walk on level, well-surfaced paths

2 miles / 3.2 kms (1 hour)

RAF Hednesford
Trail

Main military heritage sites on Cannock Chase
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RAF Hednesford Trail follows level, well-surfaced 
paths for most of the route and is accessible by all. 
The trail is a circular walk around a former RAF 
Second World War training camp.

RAF Hednesford was neither an operational nor 
a flying station during the Second World War. It 
was a training centre, responsible for training flight 
mechanics, flight riggers and fitters. These key 
technical support staff were essential to the war 
effort, enabling the RAF to successfully defend the 
skies over Britain.

Thousands of RAF men passed through the training 
centre, as well as many Royal Navy personnel of the 
Fleet Air Arm and women in the Women’s Auxiliary 
Air Force (WAAF). There were also a large number 
of Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes (NAAFI) 
running the social recreational facilities.

After the war, National Service was introduced in 
1947 for young men between the ages of 18 and 
30. About 81,500 men received their basic 6-week 
training at RAF Hednesford until it closed in 1956.

Shortly afterwards, the camp was home to 1200 
Hungarian refugees seeking asylum following the 
resistance to the Soviet invasion of Hungary.

RAF Hednesford is one of a number of important 
military heritage sites at Cannock Chase.

Entrance to RAF Hednesford with Meteor and Spitfire, c1950s

In the 1930s, many people believed that the outbreak 
of war was inevitable before the actual start of 
hostilities in 1939. RAF Hednesford was one of several 
training centres built during 1938–1939 to help counter 
the threat of the superior German air power.

The new RAF recruits invariably got off the train at 
the specially-built Moors Gorse Halt on the line from 
Hednesford to Rugeley. The infamous trudge up Kitbag 
Hill with heavy bags was the usual welcome to RAF 
Hednesford. It’s no surprise that this gloomy arrival 
meant the camp was remembered by many as isolated, 
bleak and barren. Behind the high perimeter fence 
monotonous rows of long wooden huts stretched into 
the distance. Add black-outs, war-time restrictions, 
food rations and harsh winters, and the camp was 
hardly ‘home from home’.

Remembering RAF Hednesford

In the war years, the Camp was known as the No. 6 
School of Technical Training, and many thousands of 
personnel from the RAF, the Navy’s Fleet Air Arm and 
the WAAF served here, alongside the NAAFI and civilian 
workers.  

The Camp consisted of 4 wings, which each had 2 
squadrons, named A to H. These in turn held 4 flights, 
numbered 1 to 32, made up of 100 men each. Each wing 
had its own HQ, stores, NAAFI and dining hall. 

The Camp had its own cinema (the Astra), three 
churches, a Jewish synagogue, a YMCA, post office, 
hospital, two firing ranges, dozens of sports fields, and an 
assault course. A camp of this size required a lot of civilian 
and maintenance staff, most of whom were local, making 
the Camp an integral part of the local community.

Aircraft and aircraft parts were kept in the training sheds 
for the mechanics, riggers and fitters to examine, repair, 
take to bits and put back together. The recruits learned 
the trade and gained experience of assembling and 
dismantling all types of aircraft including Spitfires, Fairey 
Battles, Gloster Meteors and Gladiators. 

The instructors were a mixture of RAF personnel and 
civilians and the courses followed a set series of classes 
and workshops. The recruits often joined with some 
engineering skills, but needed to learn highly specialised 
techniques in aircraft engineering.

After the war, the Camp was used both for 
demobilizing service personnel and preparing those 
remaining for overseas postings. From 1947, it was 
used as a training camp for young men on National 
Service. A Spitfire and a Meteor were placed by the 
camp entrance. 

Due to cuts in government spending, the camp closed 
in 1956, with the final passing out parade of 130 
recruits being held in December of that year.

Recruits to Hednesford, upon arrival, would often 
comment on the barren feel of the place, some even 
making a comparison with Siberia, or a POW camp! 
Even so, many regarded their time spent here with 
nostalgia. The National Service (RAF) Association 
holds reunions here, and a commemoration stone now 
stands at the entrance to the Camp. There is also an 
‘Old Comrades’ book at Cannock Chase Visitor Centre.

Training Fleet Air Arm fitters at RAF Hednesford, 1944

Fleet Air Arm fitters in a classroom-style training room

The Great War Hut at the start of the trail is a reconstructed barracks
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A short walk following the Heart of England Way, returning via the western slopes of Broc Hill. Follow 
the red waymarkers around the route.

The trail begins at the start/end of the Heart of England Way, a long-distance footpath that runs for almost 100 miles to Bourton-on-the-Water in the Cotswolds. It crosses Cannock Chase to the Iron Age hillfort at Castle Ring.

At the top of the hill are two large Scots Pine trees. These were planted to commemorate the naval exploits of Admiral Anson, who circumnavigated the world between 1740 and 1744. His brother, Thomas, lived at Shugborough Hall, the former residence of Lord Lichfield, 
now run by the National Trust. 

Skirting the Sister Dora Pool on your left, look out for 
palmate newts in the spring and agile dragonflies during the summer. Both are dependent on there being sufficient 
seasonal rainfall to avoid the pool drying out.  Bearing left, 
walk over the rise. 

Red Trail
2 miles (3.2 kilometres) – approx. 1 hour

You now enter the ‘Cutting’. During the Great War the Tackeroo railway ran through this valley, serving the two huge military training camps based on the Chase.  The banks are now predominantly wooded, but you may still find the occasional deciduous bilberry with its angular stem and dark blue berries as well as the evergreen cowberry with circular stem and red berries.
A detour south to the top of Broc Hill takes you to the Berkswich Millennium sundial installed in 2000. Designed 
by Ian Naylor, a lecturer at Stafford College, it is an example of an analemmatic (horizontal) sundial that uses a person to provide the shadow rather than a peg or similar object. 

Either retrace your steps to rejoin the trail at point 4, or head down Broc Hill due east to join at point 5.
Exiting the cutting continue along the route of the old railway and you will see to your right Mere Pool.  This formed due to the construction of the railway embankment and was part of the military camp drainage 

system. The pool is now a haven for dragonflies, newts and all sorts of other pondlife.

Having walked along the side of Mere valley, stop and admire the distant views of the Wrekin Hill in Shropshire to the left, and Stafford and its Castle to the right. Now turn right to descend towards the barrier in Brook Lane, Brocton.

Taking the right-hand fork, follow the lane keeping the houses on your left until you reach ‘Heathervale’.
Here you turn right up the narrow path through the bracken until you reach a clearing. Bearing left, look across to the right and see the Anson Pines standing proudly on top of the hill.

Continuing northwards, note the variety of foliage surrounding you. With the perpetual yellow flowering gorse on your left and the holly and splendid oak tree to your right. 

Pass the barrier and carry straight on along the vehicle track keeping the houses on your right.
Continue on down the grassy slope and up the bank opposite. You have now rejoined the route at Sister Dora’s Pool from where you can stroll back to Milford Common.

Milford Common lies in the north-east of Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The village of Milford dates back to the late 18th century and was part of the Milford Hall Estate. The common was included in the 2,120 acres of unenclosed land gifted by Lord Lichfield to Staffordshire County Council in 1957. 
The Common has been a popular recreation spot for local people for many years, and has traditionally been the site for travelling fairs. With the development of the railways, it became a destination for visitors from the town and cities, especially the Potteries. The station was on the site of the garage opposite the car park, but visitors also came by horse and trap. 

In the late 19th century a 9-hole golf course was constructed on the Common and run by the Earl of Lichfield and Cannock Chase Golf Club. Annual membership of the Club in 1903 was 11 shillings! 
Up until the Great War the hills overlooking the Common were open grassland and heathland. Today’s wooded landscape includes planted non-native trees such as Swedish whitebeam and red oak and natural regeneration of birch and oak. 

Milford continues to be popular today as one of the 
‘honey pots’ of the Chase. Two short waymarked trails from the car park allow visitors to explore the surrounding heaths and woodlands, taking in features of heritage and natural interest along the way. The Trails take visitors into the Cannock Chase Special Area of Conservation (SAC) – a landscape of high ecological value protected for its rare heathland habitats, plants and animals including the adder, woodlark and nightjar. To keep Cannock Chase special please follow the Cannock Chase Code.

Cannock Chase AONB

protect . respect . enjoy
Don’t approach or feed deer

No naked flames, fires or barbeques

Take litter and dog waste home

Protect wildlife by keeping to paths

Only use permitted cycle tracks
Keep your dog under control

Park only in car parks

Use bridleways when horse-riding

Use sustainable transport

Don’t approach or feed farm animals

Think! Stay safe. Keep out.

Beware – people and animals on roadsBe a Chase Champion – Follow the Cannock Chase Code 

Discover more about the landscape, nature and heritage of 
Cannock Chase on our website or by visiting one of the visitor 
centres/hubs in the area. www.cannock-chase.co.uk
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Waymarked TrailsTwo circular walks on country paths2 miles / 3.2 kms (1 hour)

Milford CommonTrails

This product is based upon mapping data licensed from Ordnance Survey© Crown Copyright and/or database right 2022. Licence number 100019422
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Black darter – Britain’s smallest dragonfly, often found on heathland

Cowberry – one of several heathland shrubs 

Young soldiers at Brocton Camp during the Great War
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Image: AONB Team at the Commonwealth Games
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Communities and 
business

Future Guardians of Cannock Chase 

Jointly funded by the Cannock Chase Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) Partnerships, the Future Guardians of 
Cannock Chase programme aims to boost awareness amongst 
children and young people about the Chase and environmental 
issues. The hope is that today’s youngsters will be the Future 
Guardians of Cannock Chase tomorrow.

A series of interactive materials, activity sheets and resources has 
been developed by environmental educational consultant Amy 
Johnston in partnership with Staffordshire Libraries, Duke of 
Edinburgh, Staffordshire Scouts and Girl Guiding Staffordshire. The 
resource content informs, explains and inspires about the special 
qualities that define the area and create its unique sense of place 
(natural heritage, cultural heritage, landscape character and scenic 
qualities, tranquillity and wildness), its vulnerabilities, and how 
young people can get involved to look after it. This includes the 
core of the Chase designated a Special Area of Conservation and 
of international importance for wildlife. 

The materials are freely available for children and young people 
to access and use with their families, library staff, guiding and 
scouting leaders and DofE instructors. See Future Guardians of 
Cannock Chase

Image: Launch of Future Guardians of Cannock Chase

Access for All 

The Access for All Fund is part of Defra’s commitment to make 
targeted access improvements in England’s protected landscapes, 
national trails, forests and the wider countryside to help bring the 
benefits of spending time in nature to everyone.  The Fund comes 
on the back of the inclusion and diversity study carried out on the 
Chase during 2022, and will help us on our journey to becoming a 
more welcoming, accessible and diverse protected landscape.

Funding this year has contributed to delivering the following 
outcomes:

 • Re-surfacing 95 metres of the Toc-H trail linking Cannock 
Chase Visitor Centre to Brindley Heath viewing platform, to 
improve accessibility for mobility-impaired people (part of 
the wider Cannock Chase Wayfinding Project).

 • The publication of a destination accessibility audit and guide 
to make Cannock Chase more welcoming to people with 
disabilities.
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 • The preparation of information/exploratory videos for 
walking trails at Milford Common, Brindley Heath and RAF 
Hednesford to help people with disabilities to plan their 
visits.

 • Improved waymarking signage on 6 new AONB promoted 
walking routes to aid navigation and improve visitor’s 
confidence walking on the Chase (installed by Staffordshire 
Council’s Public Rights of Way Team and the Ramblers).

 • A fold-out guide on the ‘Features of Cannock Chase’ 
to raise awareness of the conservation value and special 
features of Cannock Chase, in accessible format.

 • A new interpretation panel for the Great War Hut, telling 
the story of the re-constructed barrack hut and the 
Great War army training camps on Cannock Chase.  (A 
contribution to the refresh of the Chase Heritage Trail led by 
Cannock Chase Council and Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles)

 • Supporting Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles to purchase an 
additional 8 inclusive and adaptive bikes that will be available 
for disability groups to use at Cannock Chase Visitor Centre.

Image: Features of Cannock Chase, Field Studies Council PublicationImage: Consultation event by Direct Access

Other activities in brief…

 • In 2022/23 the AONB Partnership awarded £2,764 to 2 projects through the AONB 
Sustainable Development Fund. This included contributions to the publication costs of the 
Cannock Chase Breeding Bird Survey, and an audio survey of the long-eared owl.

 • The combined number of people volunteering with the AONB on our Fixed Point 
Photography project, and at the Great War Hut and the re-opened Milford Hut has risen to 
over 40.  We are always seeking new volunteers to support us, or our partner organisations.  
Volunteering is great way help to look after our special landscape, as well as to make friends, 
learn new skills and keep active. 

 • The AONB Partnership has agreed a 5-point plan to take forward the findings from a study 
investigating diversity and inclusion on Cannock Chase and within the Cannock Chase 
AONB Partnership.  This includes commitments to prepare a Diversity and Inclusion Statement, 
appoint a Champion for Diversity and Inclusion, set out a Diversity and Inclusion Action Plan, 
broaden representation on our governance bodies, and embed diversity and inclusion practices 
into AONB activities and projects.
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Governance and 
communication

AONB Communications Officer 

Samantha Hall joined the AONB Team on 2nd November in the 
new role of AONB Communications Officer.  Sam is delivering 
the communications objectives of the AONB Partnership - 
promoting the profile and understanding of Cannock Chase; 
inspiring people to want to love and look after the area, 
and; strengthening the profile of the Cannock Chase AONB 
Partnership and support for its work.

NAAONB Annual Conference, 12-15 September

Engagement was the theme of this year’s annual conference of 
the National Association for AONBs, held at the University of 
Lancaster.  The Chair of the Joint Committee together with the 
AONB Team heard speakers from inside the protected landscape 
network and the wider world talked about a range of subjects: 
ethnic minority communities, financial and social deprivation, 
young people, improving mental health, education, effective use of 
social media, farming, nature recovery and biodiversity.  

Cannock Chase AONB Annual Conference

On 8th March 2023 around 80 delegates came together at 
Brocton Hall Golf Club for the AONB annual conference. 
The theme for this year was The Chase Through Time – Legacy, 
Lessons and What happens next.  Delegates heard about projects 
that help understand the past, tell the stories of the Chase, 
and care for our heritage.  Further details and copies of the 
presentations can be found on the website.   

Image: Some of the speakers at the Annual Conference

Protected Landscapes Reforms

Whilst the Government’s response to the Glover Review of 
England’s Protected Landscape is still awaited, work has been 
carrying on developing a number of reforms that do not require 
changes to legislation.  These include:

 • New guidance for strengthened AONB Management Plans 
which set clear priorities and actions for nature recovery and 
the response to climate change.  

 • Nationally aligned targets set for all 44 protected landscapes 
as part of a new Targets and Outcomes Framework.

 • A Protected Landscapes Partnership to provide national 
leadership and co-ordination for National Parks and AONBs.

 • Testing the re-naming and re-branding of  AONBs as National 
Landscapes.

In order to allow these reforms to be published and considered, 
we are delaying the review of our AONB Management Plan by 12 
months.  The present Plan will, therefore, run until 31 March 2025.
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Other activities in brief…

 • The AONB Partnership has agreed a 5-point plan to take 
forward the findings from a Carbon Baseline Assessment 
and pathway to net zero.  This includes commitments to: 
prepare a Climate Change Statement,  Appoint a Champion 
for Climate, set out a Climate Change Action Plan, raise 
awareness of the impacts of climate change on Cannock 
Chase, how we need to adapt, and how everyone can 
contribute, and; embed climate change considerations into 
AONB activities and projects.

 • Subscribers to our AONB enewsletter increased by 37% 
over the last 12 months.  Our target for next year is to hit 
and exceed the 2,000 mark! Subscribe here.

Image: Photo credit Robert CartwrightImage: News - Cannock Chase (cannock-chase.co.uk)
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AONB finances ‘Core’ Income

1. Defra1 £239,185

2. Staffordshire County Council £24,600

3. Cannock Chase Council £9,840

4. Stafford Borough Council £9,840

5. Lichfield District Council £2,460

6. South Staffordshire Borough Council £2,460

Total £288,385
1 Defra Grant includes additional allocation of £66,435 for Access for All Fund

‘Core’ Expenditure

1. Staff and associated costs1 £162,268

2. Other ‘core’ costs2 £26,324

3. Partnership running costs3 £9,000

4. Sustainable Development Fund4 £5,409

5. AONB projects5 £94,359

Total6 £297,360
1 Salaries, training expenses and travel and subsistence for the AONB Team
2 Other ‘core’ costs include office equipment, national liaison, print and publicity, 

Annual Conference, core activities
3 This is paid to our host authority, Staffordshire County Council in return for 

services such as HR, Finance and IT support.
4 This supports community projects that contribute towards the purpose and 

aims of the AONB.
5 Projects undertaken by the AONB Team and partners that help to deliver 

priorities in the AONB Management Plan.  This includes additional expenditure 
on Access for All programme projects.

6 £10,404 of externally funded contributions to the core budget for 2022/23 
have left an overall budget balance of £1,431 to be added to AONB Reserves.

Additional AONB project income

SAC Partnership – Future Guardians awareness 
programme for children and young people (external 
funded contribution, year 2)

£10,000

Sales and donations £404

Total £10,404

Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme

Income

Defra £289,620

Expenditure

Programme administration £17,417

Programme advice and guidance £34,833

Project spend (grants) £174,514

Total £226,764
1 Underspend of c.£63k returned to Defra.  Mainly arising from projects that 

were unable to be completed within the financial year.
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Image: Photo credit Ron Evans
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Cannock Chase AONB Team
AONB Development Officer: Ian Marshall

AONB Land Management Officer: Richard Harris 

AONB Landscape Planning Officer: Julia Banbury (part-time)

AONB Communications Officer: Samantha Hall (part-time)

Farming in Protected Landscapes Officer: Colin Manning

Contact Us
cannockchase@staffordshire.gov.uk

www.cannock-chase.co.uk

Image: Photo credit Ian Jones
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