
ABOUT THESE 
WALI<S 

These walks have been designed to allow those 
wishing to explore Cannock Chase Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty to do so without 
the need for extensive equipment or vast 
walking experience. The walks are all self
navigational - which means it should be possible 
to accomplish them by simply following the 
instructions alone. 

However the following points should be noted 
before commencing any of the walks. 

• The Wdlks often follow the routes of existing 
P1aJor footpaths to save on additional 
signage. 

• Walks proceed along well-used routes; hence 
1t should not be necessary to cross into areas 
that are densely overgrown. 

• You'll need stout shoes or boots and a 
waterproof coat in case the weather turns. 

• Follow any warning signs you see as ignoring 
them could endanger you and your party. 

• Respect the wildlife on the Chase and in 
particular do not approach any snakes you 
mdy possibly come across. 

• Follow the countryside code in general. 
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WALKING ON CANNOCK CHASE 

Cannock Chase AONB -
Ramblers Walks - Walk 2 
OVERALL LENGTH 
= 4.75MILES APP.ROX 
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Walk Outline 
This walk leaves Cannock Chase Visitor Centre 
and proceeds using the Heart of England Way 
(HOEW) initially, before passing via Fair Oak 
Lodge and the associated pools to rejoin 
Marquis Drive near the rear of the Visitor 
Centre. 

Walk Description 

1. Leave the Visitor Centre car park and turn 
right immediately after passing the gates (do 
not continue to Brindley Heath Road). Follow 
this road as it runs adjacent to the Visitor 
Centre until it intersects with Marquis Drive 
and cross this before turning left along the path 
alongside Marquis Drive. 

2. Continue along Marquis Drive beyond the 
junction with Brindley Heath Road, following 
signs for the HOEW, until the junction with 
Birches Valley Road is reached (Flints Corner). 

3. Carefully cross over the Birches Valley Road 
and proceed directly ahead following the 
HOEW signs into the trees. Here the route 
needs close attention as it swings first right 
then left once, followed by right then left again, 
but after then crossing the Penkridge Bank 
Road, this is a straight walk to the junction of a 
wider track in the next valley where the HOEW 
swings to the left. 

4. At this point the route is right (away from the 
HOEW) and along the broad track until it 
intersects with the road (Rifle Range Corner). 
Cross the road and proceed along a narrow 
path running parallel to the road towards 
Slitting Mill, passing the entrance to the 
caravan site and continuing until wrought iron 
gates are seen on the left. Here a bridleway 
sign pointing to the right is found. 

5. The path here is well established, but quite 
long and leads down to Fair Oak Lodge, after 
re-crossing Birches Valley Road. Several paths 
come together here, but the route is through 
the Lodge passing between the house and the 
garage to reach a metal barrier gate just 
beyond. The main path runs down to a cottage, 
but the path required is immediately left 
behind the barrier gate to follow a steep 
narrow track leading down. This track finishes 
at a broader track and a left hand turn is made 
here (signposted Rugeley). 

6. Now pass by two small lakes (Fair Oak 
Pools), on the right and continue following the 
stream on the right until a further final pool (in 
the trees) is reached. Continue past this pool 
ignoring the wooden bridge on the right and 
turn right off the path when a series of 
stepping stones are encountered on the right. 

7. After crossing the stepping stones follow the 
broad track past the fishing permits car park 
sign and on until a bridle path marker appears 
on the left . Turn right here and begin to ascend 
through the trees following a path that is 
clearly visible as it passes through the 
plantation. Remain on this path and continue 
climbing, for some distance, ignoring any paths 
joining from the left or right, until a junction 
with another wide path with a marker post 
(blue signs) is reached. 

8. At the junction turn right and follow this 
track (Marquis Drive) for some distance, until a 
left turn gives access to the rear of the Visitor 
Centre and the Car Park where the walk 
concludes. 


