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• Protected since 1958

• 26 sq miles

• 1,000 year old medieval hunting forest

• Forest, heath, parklands, wetlands, 
farmland

• Internationally important for wildlife

• Over 1,000 cultural heritage assets

• Peace and tranquillity

• 9,200 residents

• >2.5 million visitors per year

Cannock Chase 

AONB – A reminder



Our 
operating 
context

• Great War Hut

• Fixed Point 

Photography

• Milford Hut

• Farming in Protected 

Landscapes 

(£289,600)

• Access for All 

(£66,500)

• 4.1 FTE• £221,095

• >14.7%

Core budget Staff

Volunteers
Externally 

funded 
programmes

AONB 
Partnership



Delivering our outcomes

Climate

Nature

People

Place



Climate



Greenhouse 
gas emissions 
assessment

(2019 
baseline)

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

Residents Visitors while in the
area

Visitors travelling to
and from the area

Industry Major roads

132,384

29,171

13,521

62,178

36,029

tCO2e/year



Pathway to Net Zero 
by 3034

Required interventions
• Land use change: 

o Increase tree cover (10 ha/annum new 
native woodland)

o Regenerative agriculture (42 ha/annum 
legumes/cover cropping)

• Food

• Home and accommodation

• Travel



Nature



Veteran trees 
Adders 
Deer



Sustainable 
Development 
Fund



Farming in 
Protected 
Landscapes



20 projects supported
£194,000 grants awarded

94 ha land managed for 
regenerative farming
487 metres hedgerow planted
66 hedgerow trees planted
105 wildlife boxes installed
514 ha habitat improvements
3 historic structures conserved
4 farm businesses supported



Contributing to 
30 by 30

• 28% is high biodiversity 
value: protected and managed

• 17% of undesignated land 
with potential for nature

Bigger, better, more joined-up



People



• Engagement is unequal

• Barriers to engagement

• Voices in decision-making

Diversity and Inclusion



Future Guardians of Cannock Chase



Access for All



Art in the 
landscape



Place



Development 
management

• 135 development proposals 
assessed

• Recommendations made on 55

• Highway Design Guide



Dark Skies



Improving our visitor welcome and experience



Changing 
perceptions 
and 
behaviours



Supporting local businesses 
and attractions

(© Steve Welch)

(© Steve Welch)

(© Steve Welch)



Ways to 
get involved

Come to Joint 

Committee and 

ask questions!

Support our 

AONB 

Management Plan

Volunteer on the 

Chase

Funding for your 

project

Support for your 

business

Sign up for our 

enewsletter

www.cannock-chase.co.uk

http://www.cannock-chase.co.uk/
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