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Milford Common lies in the north-east of Cannock
Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). The village of Milford dates back to the
late 18th century and was part of the Milford Hall
Estate. The common was included in the 2,120
acres of unenclosed land gifted by Lord Lichfield to
Staffordshire County Council in 1957.

The Common has been a popular recreation

spot for local people for many years, and has
traditionally been the site for travelling fairs. With
the development of the railways, it became a
destination for visitors from the town and cities,
especially the Potteries. The station was on the
site of the garage opposite the car park, but
visitors also came by horse and trap.

In the late 19th century a 9-hole golf course was
constructed on the Common and run by the Earl
of Lichfield and Cannock Chase Golf Club. Annual
membership of the Club in 1903 was 11 shillings!

Up until the Great War the hills overlooking the
Common were open grassland and heathland.
Today’s wooded landscape includes planted non-
native trees such as Swedish whitebeam and red
oak and natural regeneration of birch and oak.

Milford continues to be popular today as one of the
‘honey pots’ of the Chase. Two short waymarked
trails from the car park allow visitors to explore
the surrounding heaths and woodlands, taking

in features of heritage and natural interest along
the way. The Trails take visitors into the Cannock
Chase Special Area of Conservation (SAC) —a
landscape of high ecological value protected for

its rare heathland habitats, plants and animals
including the adder, woodlark and nightjar. To keep
Cannock Chase special please follow the Cannock
Chase Code.
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Discover more about the landscape, nature and heritage of
Cannock Chase on our website or by visiting one of the visitor
centres/hubs in the area.

www.cannock-chase.co.uk

Cannock

Published in May 2023

Photographs by Steve Welch and Brindley Village Legacy Group. lllustration by Dave Thompson
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Milford Common

Trails

Waymarked Trails
Two circular walks on country paths
2 miles /3.2 kms (1 hour)
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Green Trail Staffordshire Way, which is a 92-mile path linking Mow Bear left in the valley bottom and once over the
. . Cop in the north with Kinver Edge in the south of the crest of the hill, you will see the familiar sight of Sister
2 miles (3.2 kilometres) — approx. 1 hour County. To your right is a larch plantation which is part Dora Pool. Bear right to rejoin the Red Trail back to
A short walk over the Springhill heathlands to of the National Trust’s Shugborough Estate. Milford Common.
the Punch Bowl. The route follows two long-
distance trails for part of the way — Staffordshire () Just before reaching the Punch Bowl car park turn
Woay and Heart of England Way. Follow the green sharp left up the grassy hillside and work your way up
waymarkers around the route. amongst the birch wood, until you reach open heathland.
() Having followed the same route as the Red Tralil Take the right-hand fork at the fine example of a
from Milford to this point at Mere Pool, take the left- coppiced birch, which has resulted in its three trunks.
hand track signposted Punch Bowl /> mile. Immediately ‘
to your right, hidden by the vegetation, are remnants of ) At the junction of the five tracks, turn right up to kA7
Great War filter beds. the brow of Springhill. Keeping right, descend the stony ;"’h/
track and enjoy the views across to the River Sow, the ) . alic§

(&) At the junction continue straight on towards the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and the county - X, . Hh

Punch Bowl. You are now walking on part of the town of Stafford beyond. Emperor moth — look out for this heathland specialist on the trails



